
Periodicals Postage 
paid at 

Eagan, MN 

THE LAKE NOKOMIS LUTHERAN (USPS 302-480) is published monthly by 
Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55417. Periodicals class postage paid at Eagan. MN and additional 
mailing offices. 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address corrections  to Lake Nokomis  
Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave. S., Minneapolis., MN 55417 
 

The Lake Nokomis 

Lutheran 
 

December 1,2019 

Volume 75, No. 12 
 
Lake Nokomis Lutheran is a 
congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America  

 
5011 31st Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55417 
 

Phone 
(612) 729-2323    

E-mail 
office@lakenokomis.org       

Website 

www@lakenomischurch.org 
 

Office Hours: The Church 
office is open 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Monday—Friday. 

Meals on Wheels - Our next delivery week is the 

week of January 6. We need 4 drivers each weekday, 
picking up meals at 11:15 AM.  

To have your name added to the volunteer list, please 
contact Linda Ojeda at lindaojeda69@yahoo.com, or 

Andrea Bolstad at dreaann@msn.com.  

Thank you to all of our 2019 drivers and riders for 
helping us to continue this important ministry. 
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Joy to the World, 
the Lord is Come! 
 A hundred years ago 
Frederick Nietzsche said that 

God was dead. He was not 
suggesting that the Almighty 

had ceased to exist, just that 

God did not matter anymore. 
It is difficult to see God’s 

grace in an angry world. It is 
hard to believe in a benevolent God when there is 

so much violence and wrong. Even if God exists, 
it seems God does not have much to do with our 

daily struggles.  

 And so life is what we make it. The only 
thing that really matters is doing the best we can. 

God becomes a nice fairy tale we tell our children, 
but has no bearing on real life. So it seemed in 

Galilee twenty-one centuries ago.  

 Then the angel Gabriel visited a young 
girl in an out-of-the-way town and said, “Behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will call his name Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High… and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
 The rest is history, the story of God so 

loving the world.  
 

Merry Christmas!  
Pastor Chris 
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Hark, the glad sound! 
The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 
Let every heart prepare a throne 
And every voice a song! 
--ELW 239 
 

We live in a cynical time. It’s hard some-
times to know where to put your trust. But 

something refreshing and real is about to 

happen. We’re coming to the part of God’s 
story in which the ancient prophecy of a 

messiah is fulfilled. How do we make our 
hearts ready? How do we lay down our cyni-

cism and mistrust, in order to receive the 
fullness of God’s promise? Because God will 

deliver. And we’ll celebrate along with Sime-

on and Zechariah as we remember that 
God’s promises are sure. That hope is a bet-

ter place to live. This Advent season, we’ll 
light the  

candles of the Advent wreath and sing songs 

of anticipation. We’ll listen for the glad 
sound of Christ’s approach, and will finally 

celebrate with Christmas worship: 
Christmas Eve Family Worship,  

 Dec. 24 at 4 p.m.: Sunday School 

children and youth, and young peo-
ple’s musical groups help tell the joy

-filled story of Jesus’ birth -- with 
Holy Communion and candle lighting 

as we sing Silent Night. (Children 
and youth participants should arrive 
by 3:30 p.m.) 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 
Dec. 24 at 10 p.m.: Adult Choir 

and Handbells join worshippers in 
celebration of hope fulfilled – with 

Holy Communion and candle lighting 

as we sing Silent Night. 
 

                   Christmas continued on page 2 

mailto:dreaann@msn.com
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Interim Update 
2019 December 
 Be sure to thank the Transition Team 

who have worked on the Ministry Site Profile 

this past summer and fall. They have put 
many hours of time into the work, interviewed 

members, surveyed and researched and delib-
erated. The document is very good and will 

serve the Call Committee well in their work. 

The profile can be seen on the church website, 
http://www.lakenokomischurch.org. I invite  

you to check it out and send questions and 
comments to members of the Transition 

Team.  
 The 3-Church Initiative continues to 

evolve. Hope Lutheran Church has stepped 

back and may join the conversation later. Liv-
ing Table and Lake Nokomis team members 

continue to explore how might the two church-
es partner. Spirit of St. Stephen’s Catholic 

Community has shown interest also. Should 

they join the discussion, they would be a third 
partner. After worship on Dec. 15, there will 

be another update on this process.  
 The Ministry Site Profile indicates, and 

my conversations with members confirms, that 
there are two major passions at Lake Nokomis. 

One is a focus on member care and nurture; 

the other focus is on social justice, primarily in 
the areas of housing and food. A congregation 

cannot effectively do both at the same time, 
sequentially perhaps, but not at the same 

time. Again, I invite members to comment on 

the Ministry Site Profile, particularly on these 
two passions.  

 An advantage of partnering with Living 
Table is that one congregation can specialize 

in social justice and the other can specialize in 
member care. Then members can participate 

in programs of the other while retaining mem-

bership in their own church. Another ad-
vantage is that we can draw on each other’s 

denomination resources and opportunities, 
doubling our options.  

 The next developmental step for Lake 

Nokomis is conversation and consensus on 
what shall be this church’s identifying focus, or 

put in another way, what is LNL’s core,  
God-given passion? 

 

Pastor Chris 
 

 
 

 Christmas Continued from page 1 
 

Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25 at 

9:30 a.m.: We’ll join together to     
proclaim the good news in song and 

the Word to all the ends of the earth – 
with Holy Communion. 

First Sunday of Christmas, Dec. 29 at 
9:30 a.m.: It is Christmas, still! Join 

in worship and “let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts.” (No Sunday 
School or Faith & Life Conversations 

this Sunday.) 
 

Regular Wednesday evening programming will 

resume after Christmas on January 8. May 
your heart be open and may you feel great joy 

this Advent and Christmas seasons! 
Pax, 

Jodi Gustafson 
Jodisings@me.com 

*** 
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December Worship Assistants 
 

Dec. 1 

Communion servers: Ginny Rudloff,  
 Allan Hetland  

Ushers: Jerry Sellman, Jeff Kendall,  
 Jerry Winzig, Arvid Mauland 

Driver: Dan Buys 

 
Dec. 8 

Communion servers: Kathryn Selin,  
 Barb Tauferner 

Ushers: Mavis Nelson, Steve Frankeberger 
 Nancy Johnson, Bob Wold 

Driver: Mike Grundeen 

 
Dec. 15 

Communion servers: Jenny Dowzak 
 Charles Booth 

Ushers: Charles & Eleanor Swanson,  

 George Hawkins, Arvid Mauland 
Driver: Jerry Sellman 

  
Dec. 22-One Worship Service at 9:30 

a.m. - Handbell Practice at 8:30 a.m. 
NO EDUCATION ON DECEMBER 22 

 

Communion servers: Teresa Doyle,  
 Maggie O’Groske 

Ushers: Jerry Larson, Bob Wold, Teresa Doyle 
Van Driver: Eric Grube 

 

Dec. 24 & Dec. 25  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (10 

p.m.) & Christmas Day Worship (9:30 
a.m.) Ushers & Communion Servers- 

please contact the church office or Pastor Chris 

if you are able to serve at our Christmas  
Eve or Christmas Day services. 

 
Dec. 29 (9:30 a.m. - Lessons and Carols) 

Ushers: Kris Howell, Bob  
Wold, Lori Brown, Maggie O’Groske 

Communion Servers: Steve & Kathy Schou 

 

 

December  Scripture Readings 
 

December 1 
Mark 8:7-29 

Psalm 25:1-10 
Jeremiah 33:14-18 
 

December 8 

Mark 1:1-4 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

December 15 
Luke 2:25-32 

Psalm 47:1, 5-9 

Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 
 

December 22 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Psalm 113 
Luke 1:5-13; 57-80 
 

December 24 (4 pm) 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 
 

December 24 (10 pm) 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 1:46-55 

Luke 2:1-20 
 

December 25 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-710-14 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 

December 29 

   Lessons & Carols 

 

http://www.lakenokomischurch.org
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Faith Formation 
 

Faith & Life Conversations – 9:15 a.m. 
Sundays in the Nokomis Room 

Advent Bible Study – A messiah is promised, 
a voice cries out in the wilderness, the exiles 

return, the temple is rebuilt, and John the Bap-
tist is born. The season of Advent is filled with 

promises, and it all culminates with the birth of 

Jesus! Join us for our Advent Bible Study and 
hear about the fulfillment of God’s promises.  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Christ & Culture in Film 
In the Oscar winning GREEN BOOK, a working-

class Italian-American bouncer becomes the 

driver of an African-American classical pianist 
on a tour of venues through the 1960s  

American South. Bring a snack to share and 
join us at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 15 

to view and discuss the film. For more infor-

mation, contact Glen Wheeler at  
612-987-4691. 

 
Preparation for Christmas Eve 

7-12th grade youth who want to help with 4:00 

p.m. Christmas Eve worship can sign up for 
their roles in the Family Room. Preschool – 6th 

grade Sunday School kids are learning their 
songs at the beginning of Sunday School, 9:15 

– 9:30 a.m. On Sunday, December 15, we’ll do 
a full run-through of the Christmas Eve worship 

service during Sunday School (9:15–10:15 

a.m.). Come directly to the church sanctuary. 
Plan to attend whether or not you’ll be here 

Christmas Eve, it’s a great way for children to 
hear and tell the Christmas story!  

Parents are invited to watch.  

 

Shopping for St. Joseph’s Home 
for Children 
On Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m., our 5-

6th grade Sunday School class will go to the 

Cedar Avenue Target to shop for Christmas 
gifts for the children at St. Joseph’s. They’ll be 

using their fall Sunday School offerings.  
Shoppers should meet at 10:00 a.m. at church, 

and will be dropped off at home their home by 

Tom Dowzak and Jerry Winzig between 12:00 
– 12:30 p.m.  If you have questions, or  

alternative driving arrangements need to be 
made, contact Tom Dowzak at  

tdowzak@yahoo.com.  
*** 

Mission of the Month 
Loaves and Fishes: Five times a year, on 

the fifth Monday of the month, Lake Nokomis 

Lutheran Church serves meals to  
approximately 170-230 individuals at St.  

Stephen’s School. Through a combination of ded-

icated volunteers, groceries are ordered and pur-
chased, the meal is cooked, served and the din-

ing hall and kitchen are cleaned up afterwards.  
Funds for this ministry go to purchase food from 

Second Harvest and supplies needed for cooking 
and preparing the meals. 

Decorating the Sanctuary at 
Christmas: Memorial Poinsettias & 
Donations  
You’re invited to honor or remember a loved 

one when you purchase a poinsettia for the 
sanctuary or donate cash to go toward the  

purchase of mittens for Hennepin Middle 
School students. 

Please fill out the form available in the narthex 

and drop it in the offering plate along with  
payment or bring it to the church office by 

noon on Monday, December 9 for plants and 
December 17 for cash donations to be  

mentioned in the Christmas bulletins.  
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Pledge Forms due Dec. 15 
God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work.                                   2 Cor. 9:8 
 

Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church shows love in its 
many ministries and in the many private ways 

you all care for others. Sunday school, choirs, 
Faith and Life Conversations, worship, racial 

justice, library, hospitality, Meals on Wheels, 

camps, Families Moving Forward, health and 
wellness, along with providing space for con-

certs, blood drives, community events and so 
many other causes, all demonstrate the im-

portance of this church to our members and to 
the wider community.  

 

Your financial support is critical to our ministries 
and the care we give to our community. Please 

indicate your giving for 2020 so that we can 
best plan for this coming year and give strong 

start for the next pastor.  

 
Pledge forms are available in the church office. 

Please return a form even if you are unable to 
pledge at this time. And, your pledge can be 

changed at any time by simply notifying the 

church office. With your pledge and your  
generous giving, may you share abundantly in 
every good work of this church.  
 
 
 
 

FINANCE UPDATE 
Offerings expected through  
November 15: $293,333 
 
Offerings received through  
November 15: $257,066 
  
 

 

Council Update 
 

There is so much that council oversees every 

month and through the year. This month high-
lights are updates on the 3- Church Initiative and 

shared this with the congregation on 
November 17. November 10 there was a great 

joint service and pot-luck with many positive  

comments.  
We have many things that are being worked on 

in the business of the church as well. The staff 
and how we manage the church is an  

important part of the mission and messages we 
serve. Pastor Chris has been an integral part in 

helping us with direction in these important 

tasks.  
Another big update is in the Pastoral Call  

Process, our Transition Team has been working 
and gathering information for the Ministry Site 

Profile. Our next step is appointing our Call  

Committee. This is a very exciting part we have 
been waiting for! Many members have already 

expressed an interest. Council will be selecting 7-
9 people to represent the church as a whole in 

what is a very busy process. You are welcome to 
submit your name by reaching out to any of the 

current council members.  

Upcoming is our pledge drive for 2020.  
By pledging you let the church know how we can 

budget for the upcoming year. We will be  
sending letters and having talks at the start of 

service. Please consider how you can best give to 

our church, and check out the budget numbers 
listed here in the newsletter for a snapshot of 

how much we still need to make our budget this 
year. 2020 Pledge deadline is Dec 15.  

The next council meeting is December 10 at  

7 p.m. Please let any Council member know if 
there is something you would like us to address.  

 
          Submitted by Diana Grundeen 
 

mailto:tdowzak@yahoo.com
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Faith Milestones 

Birthdays 
December 2—Aidan Dutton,  

 Camille Kimmes 

December 3—Christine Dudero, Warren      
Snyder, Ilse Rolf, James Tennison,  

 Katheryn Deeb  
December 5—Charles Swanson, Deb Wobig 

December 6—Heather Davis 

December 7—Julie Munson, Jennifer Schlies, 
Cooper Jaworski 

December 8—Jerry Larson, Nick Schulze,  
 Maddox Tarnowski 

December 10—Steven Smith 
December 12—Phyllis Liedholm, 

 Alex Grundeen 

December 13—Madeline Bowring-Skrypek,  
 Ed Hollenbeck, Joseph Ramirez 

December 15—Amanda Wold, Nancy Bakke 
December 16—Susan Anderson 

December 17—Carl Lindell, Linda Cramer 

December 18—Tom Dowzak 
December 19—Monica Iverson 

December 21—Nick Kendall,  
 Allison & Lauren Oxendale 

December 23—John Anderson,                       

Kelsey Anderson 
December 25—Ronald Lehman,  

 Madison MacDonald, Zoe Schooler 
December 27—Miles Kormann 

December 28—Stacy Esposito, David Walker 
December 29—Zachary Becker, Judy Askelson 

December 30—James Richards, Glen Wheeler 

December 31—Robbie Becker 
 

*** 
 

Anniversaries 
December 3—Jens-Henrick, Kathryn Selin (14 

years) 
December 6—Russ Carlson, James Albrecht (6 

years) 

 

December 10—Benjamin and Rachael Stassen 
(3 years) 

December 18—Barry and Pauline Thompson 

(48 years) 
December 17—Sam and Kayla Billmeier 

(3years) 
December 28—Rory and Marian Thompson (28 

years) 
*** 

 

Christmas Week Worship schedule  
 

Sunday, December 22 
8:30 Handbell Practice 
9:30 a.m. - Worship 
 

Tuesday,  December 24  
4:00 p.m. Family Worship 
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship 
 

Wednesday, December 25  
Christmas Day 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Sunday, December 29 
9:30 a.m. Lessons & Carols Worship 

 
*** 

Taize Service - In our busyness, we can 

lose track of ourselves, and of what God is call-

ing us to be and to do. Take an opportunity to 

slow down, to rest in silence and music. On the 
second Friday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

through May, at Minnehaha United  
Methodist Church (3701 E. 50th St.,  

Minneapolis) offers a Taize service; a time of 
sanctuary, a time for prayer, a time for com-

munity, and a time for silence. As we sing and 

pray, our hearts are opened so that we may 
hear God speaking to us. Please join us this 

month on December 13. 
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WELLNESS BITS from BARB, ypn* 
 
I grew up in a family that embraced  

singing.  We sang in church choirs, Christmas 
pageants, around the campfire & while traveling 

in the car. None of us would be mistaken for 

opera singers, but singing on key was not a pre-
requisite for enthusiastically embracing the joys 

of singing. 
I think God created us with the ability to enjoy 

music & sing because she knew how healing it 

could be.  Studies have shown that singing de-
creases cortisol levels (stress hormone) which 

allows us to produce more antibodies that boost 
our immune system. And there are emotional 

benefits as well. To reap these benefits you 
don't even have to sing well. 

My wellness tip this month?  Sing whenever you 

get a chance. At church, in your house, in the 
car...alone or with others. JUST SING!  You'll 

feel better in body, mind & spirit...I guarantee 
it. 

Be BOLD. Be KIND. Be SINGERS. 

Peace, love & Merry Christmas, 
Barbara Tauferner, Your Parish Nurse* 

*** 

Singers perform throughout the 
Metro in December 
Be sure to check out all of the Christmas  
concerts happening in December (see the  

bulletin board in the Narthex). 

A special note that member Russ Carlson 
is singing in Exultate’s Tidings of Joy choral  

concerts December 7, 8, 14 and 15.  Exultate 
celebrates the joy of the Christmas Season with 

carols both old and newly written for choir and 
orchestra. Hear glorious music in wonderful 

acoustic settings. 

“Join us in celebrating the Season with favorite 
carols performed in unique arrangements for 
voices and instruments.”   
The December 15 concert is here in our  

Sanctuary at 4 p.m. Go to Exultate.org/concerts 

for other times and locations and for tickets. 

 

 
 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PROPERTY TEAM 
The season of icy sidewalks is upon us. If you 

see an icy area on our church walkways, please 
use the grit located in a bucket at each entry-

way. Just sprinkle a layer on the slippery spot, 
to keep us all safe. 

Why grit instead of salt? First, because grit will 

provide traction, while salt does not. Grit is also 
much better at providing traction than sand.  

Secondly, to help protect our waterways. Every-
thing that goes down our storm drains ends up 

in our nearby lakes and creek. That includes salt 

and salty melted ice and snow. According to the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, it takes 

only one teaspoon of salt to permanently pollute 
five gallons of water. 

There are times when salting is necessary, par-

ticularly for melting glare ice surfaces from 
steps and sidewalks when we have an event. In 

those instances, our  goal should be to use as 
little as possible. Scatter it thinly, aiming for 3 

inches between salt granules.  
Thanks for your help! 

THANKS, YOUTH, FOR YOUR HELP! 

A big thanks to all of the youth and adults who 
spent a Sunday afternoon in October to clean 

up the church grounds in preparation for Win-
ter. Thanks also to all of the youth who helped 

gather 25 bags of leaves from the area sur-

rounding the church parking lot on a cold 
Wednesday night in early November. Your help 

is much appreciated! 
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THANK YOU FRIENDS AND MEMBERS!! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 

October 29 author visit with Lorna Landvik a big 
success. Sixty-plus guests filled the narthex, 

many of whom were visitors to our church. LNL 
member Marge Holmberg introduced Lorna and 

shared some wonderful stories about Lorna's 
mother, Ollie. Lorna shared some of her memo-

ries of growing up in our neighborhood and 

them spoke about her latest book, Chronicles of 
a Radical Hag."  The evening concluded by 

guests sampling some of the cookies that were 
baked by members of the library committee, 

using recipe's that were mentioned in the 

book. Our library has copies of many of Lorna's 
novels waiting to be checked out.  

 
INSPIRATIONAL CHRISTMAS TITLES ON THE 

SHELVES 
It is always hard to find time to read books dur-

ing the busy season between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, however our library has a number of 
short inspirational reads that will fill your heart 

at the end of a busy day.  Author Richard Paul 
Evans has written many beautiful Christmas 

novels, several of which are on the shelves in 

the library.  Look for Finding Noel, The Gift, and 
Lost December. These books are a quick reads 

that focus on the true meaning of Christmas.   
Let's not forget everyone's Christmas favorite, 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, by Barbara 

Robinson. This is a great family read about the 
children in the Herdman family who have never 

been to church or heard the Christmas Story 
about Jesus's birth, until they decide to come 

and become a part of the annual Christmas 
Pageant.  This could be a good beginning for a 

faith discussion as we prepare for our own Chil-

dren's Christmas Eve Pageant.   
 

 
 

ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN 
 

There are many wonderful Christmas books in 

the Children's Library.  A fun read for getting 
ready for Christmas is My Christmas Star, 
a story that is based 
on a verse from 

Matthew 2:10.  This 
is a hide and seek 

story, where chil-

dren have to find 
the star that is hid-

den on each page, 
and it is not always 

easy!   

Also in the  
Children's Library 

are books that can 
be used to help children understand about oth-

er holidays that their friends and neighbor's are 
observing that do not relate to our celebration 

of Christmas.   

Amanda Peet has written a delightful children's 
book about Hanukkah, titled Dear Santa, Love, 
Rachel Rosenstein.  Rachel writes a secret letter 
to Santa. "Dear Santa, I live in the brick house 

on Huntley Drive.  YES, the one with NO holiday 

decorations.  It does have a chimney and there 
will be cookies waiting if you come down 

it.  I've been really good all year and I know 
that you are a fair person and will not mind that 

I am Jewish.  After all so was Jesus, at least on 

his mother's side."  Love, Rachel Rosenstein 
 
The Story of Kwanzaa by Donna Washington is 
children's book that explains this seven day  

African American celebration. Kwanzaa means 
"first fruits," the celebration is an event  

honoring the bounty of the earth. Check out 

and read this small book and find our more 
about this beautiful celebration.  The book also 

contains activities and recipes. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Library Committee  
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December, 2019 @ Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church 

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8am Worship 

9am Handbell practice 

9:15am Education 

10:30am Worship 

  

2 3 4 
5:30pm Simple Dinner 

6pm Guitar Class, Spirit Sounds, Faith Club 

7pm Adult Choir, Confirmation, The Deep End 

5 6 7 
9am Organ Practice 

10:30am OA 

8 
8am Worship 

9am Handbell practice 

9:15am Education 

10:30am Worship 

  

9 10 
7pm Church Council 

11 
5:30pm Simple Dinner 

6pm Guitar Class, Spirit Sounds, Faith Club 

7pm Adult Choir, Confirmation, The Deep End 

12 13 14 
9am Organ Practice 

10:30am OA 

15 
8am Worship 

9am Handbell practice 

9:15am Education, Christmas Eve 

Worship Rehearsal 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Congregation Update 

4pm Exultate Concert 

6pm Christ & Culture in Film 

16 
1:30pm Worship at 

Nokomis Square 

17 
5pm Worship Planning 

18 
1:30pm Rebecca Circle 

5:30pm Simple Dinner 

6pm Guitar Class, Spirit Sounds, Faith Club, 

Building & Property 

7pm Adult Choir, Youth Service Project Night 

19 
6:30pm  

Exultate Recording 

Session 

20 
 

21 
9am Organ Practice 

10:30am OA 

22 
8:30am Handbell practice 

9:30am Worship 

23 
Minneapolis Schools 

Winter Break 

Dec 23-Jan3 

24 Christmas Eve 
4pm Family Worship 

10pm Candlelight  

Worship 

25 Christmas Day 
9:30am Worship 

26 27 28 
8am MinneHarvest at 

Minnehaha UMC 

9am Organ Practice 

10:30am OA 

29 
9:30am Worship 

30 
3pm Loaves & Fishes 

31 New Year’s 

Eve         
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