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WELCOME

We gather in faith that there is Enough for Everyone. In worship and
community, we seek to grow in love for God and for our neighbor.
We trust that we are called and transformed to create a world of
abundance. This faith community is committed to genuine,
inclusive welcome. Our siblings of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions are welcomed and embraced
here. And we continue our commitment to work for racial equity,
firmly grounded in the belief that everyone is a beloved child of
God. Visit lakenokomischurch.org to learn more.

LET THE CHILDREN COME

We love the joyful noises that little ones make! If your child needs a
break check out our Kids' Corner playroom near the Small
Sanctuary. There is a TV in there that will allow you to watch the
service on live stream. Just follow the instructions on the tv.

BE OUR GUEST

Are you visiting today? We look forward to meeting you. Feel free to

introduce yourself to those around you, and fill out the Welcome

Elipktowards the last page of the bulletin, and drop it in the offering
asket.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge that Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church is located on
the ancestral land of the Dakota people. Read the full land
acknowledgment at lakenokomischurch.org/land

We are a New Branches partner, one of three unique worshiping
communities under one roof. Learn more at newbranchesmn.org.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Pastors

Sara Spohr

Reader

Mark Patzloff

Usher

Mark Patzloff
Communion Servers
Mary Peterson

Altar Guild

Barb Tauferner
Maggie O'Groske
Musicians

Dennis Wallisch, Dawn Strom

If you are interested in volunteering in
worship, please email
info@lakenokomis.org or scan the
QR code below and sign up!




Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

Glory to God in the highest!

And hope to every discouraged heart.
Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to every conflicted soul.
Glory to God in the highest!

And joy to every downcast spirit.
Glory to God in the highest!

And love to everyone.

Let us sing praises to our God.

Let us offer this light against the darkness.

Carol Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid's cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1s Godand Lord of all,
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z}nd his S,h,d,' ter was a  sta - ble, and his cra = dle was  a stall;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



A Confession of Faith for Christmas Day
Joy to the world, for Christ is born,
and all the earth rejoices!

Holy One, how amazing is your love

How grateful are we, your people

and we rejoice

that on the Christmas morning we can come
to sing the story and hear the words again—
God with us, Emmanuel is born

and all the world sings, Alleluia!

Precious God of all mercy,

forgive us when we are so overcome
by the joy of presents

that we forget your presence.

Forgive us when we are so engrossed
in our own small world
that we forget your wide world.

Forgive us, when we focus on the sweet little baby,
and forget the turmoil and reality of life

Forgive us and renew us,

show us and lead us

so that on this Christmas Day

we can let the Light of the World shine
beyond our walls and into all of creation
through Christ the new born babe.
Amen.

How amazing is the love of the Holy One

That has called you beloved.

That has offered you a mercy beyond imagination.
That has already forgiven you, freely and fully.

How grateful are we, your people

and we rejoice

that on this Christmas morning we can come
to hear the good news again—

God is with us, Emmanuel is born.

Alleluia!



Prayer of the Day

Holy God of Love,

There is light in our lives because of the abundance of your steadfast love.
A love so vast, so deep, so real, that you became one of us.

May we live within the power of this love.

And may we share its light with a world

where too many dwell in darkness. Amen.

Reading Titus 3:4-7
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The Word of God.
Thanks be to God.

Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing - 270
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’'n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die,

Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth. Refrain

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.



Reading Luke 2:8-20
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.

The Word of God.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Angels We Have Heard on High - 289
Angels we have heard on high, Come to Bethlehem and see

sweetly singing o'er the plains, him whose birth the angels sing;

and the mountains in reply, come, adore on bended knee

echoing their joyous strains. Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain
Refrain Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Music, 1864

gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

Message



Carol

Love has come—a light in the darkness!

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.

See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

Offering

Offering Hymn

Love Has Come - 292

Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.

Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas;
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Meal

Your gifts make a difference. Thank you for supporting our shared ministry and
outreach. Scan the QR code to take advantage of our Simply Giving mobile option.
You'll also find baskets in the rear of the Sanctuary for offerings and prayer cards.

Tune: What Child is This

What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven.

Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given!

Prayers of the People
Great Thanksgiving

Oh, may the good Lord be with you.
And may the Lord be with you, too.
Lift your hearts to God in praise.
To the Lord our hearts we raise.
Let us offer praises true.

It is fitting so to do:

Gratefully we sing

to the Lord, our King!

Tune: Good Christian Friends



Communion Prayer Tune: As With Gladness

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, by all adored.
Heav'n and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name!
With the heav'nly host we sing highest praises to our King!
Hail! Hosanna! Endless fame be to him who, in God’s name,

Now draws nigh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hail' Hosanna! Praises be to our God eternally!

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer Tune: Away in the Manger

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone:
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven's high throne.

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away.
In times of temptation, to lead us, be near;
From evil deliver your children most dear.

For yours is the kingdom; o'er all things you reign.
And yours is the power, all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen

Invitation to Communion

Post-Communion Blessing

Good and loving God,

we rejoice that the Word of life has come to dwell with us in the birth of Jesus. As we go into the world
you love, help us take the good news to all people in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen

Send

Blessing Tune: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Now may the good Lord bless and keep, God’s love in you increase;

Lift up his face with shining grace, And grant eternal peace.

Creator, Savior, and Spirit, Eternal One-in-Three,

Be thanks and praise through all our days and to eternity!



Carol Go Tell It on the Mountain - 290

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ORGET TO LAUGH

For laughter is like hope—

.m0 ithas aripple effect.
Decembel;,, i It's one of many ways we live

10:45 am " and share good news.
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