
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol Sing​  
 
O Come, All Ye Faithful - 283 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him,  
born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest   Refrain 
 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 
1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 
 
 

 
Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing - 270 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High - 289  
Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 
  
Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
  
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus 
Music, 1864 

 
 
 
 
 
 



O Little Town of Bethlehem-279 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all the earth! 

Joy to the World-267 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Confession 
Family of faith, on the night of Jesus’ birth, a crowd of angels appeared before a group of rag-tag 
shepherds to tell them the good news. 
 
The angels could have gone to Herod’s house. 
The angels could have sung in the city square. 
The angels could have found the most important, faithful, and powerful to share the good news, but 
instead they told a group of low-status shepherds. 
 
The angels’ message was clear: 
this is good news of great joy for all people. The good news of this night is for you too—no matter who you 
are, what you’ve done or left undone. The angels are singing for you. 
 
So join me in the Prayer of Confession. Join me in drawing closer to the God who has already drawn close 
to us.  
 
Let us pray. 



Prayer of Confession 
God of angel choruses, 
you hang the stars in the sky, 
but we do not see them. 
You fill the night with angelic song, 
but we do not hear it. 
You send shepherds to tell the good news, 
but we do not believe them. 
You bring love into the world, 
but we do not seek it. 
Quiet the fear in us that works to rationalize, minimize, and distract 
from the good news you put forth into the world. 
Tune our hearts back to your song. 
With hope we pray, 
amen. 
 
Words of Forgiveness 
Family of faith, when the angels arrived in the field that night, the shepherds were afraid.  
But the angels said: 
“Do not be afraid. 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people.” 
 
This good news is: 
love freely given, 
grace radically extended, 
welcome always offered, 
belonging never restricted. 
 
Friends, we are seen, loved, welcomed, forgiven, called, and sent to serve. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol​ I Saw Three Ships 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Holy God of Love, 
There is light in our lives because of the abundance of your steadfast love. 
A love so vast, so deep, so real, that you became one of us. 
May we live within the power of this love. 
And may we share its light with a world 
where too many dwell in darkness. Amen. 
 
 



Reading​ Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied exultation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Great will be his authority, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

​ Luke 2:8-20 
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 



Message​ Pastor Sara Spohr 
 
Affirmation of faith 
We have seen the valley. 
We have seen a sky without stars. 
We have seen the longest night, 
and still we believe. 
 
We believe in a with-us God. 
We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear. 
We believe this good news is for all people. 
 
So even when our knees shake, 
even when our voice trembles, 
even when fear is all around us, 
we will hold onto that good news. 
 
We will reach for each other. 
We will look for God in our midst. 
We will sing songs of joy. 
We will proclaim: 
 
Unto us, love is born. 
We have seen the longest night, 
and we have seen unimaginable love. 
So still, we believe. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol​ Love Has Come - 292 
 

Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
  
Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Offering Hymn​ Tune:  What Child is This 

​
What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given!  
 
Prayers of the People​
 

Great Thanksgiving ​ Tune: Good Christian Friends 
Oh, may the good Lord be with you. 
And may the Lord be with you, too. 
Lift your hearts to God in praise. 
To the Lord our hearts we raise. 
Let us offer praises true. 
It is fitting so to do:  
Gratefully we sing  
to the Lord, our King! 
 

 



Communion Prayer ​ Tune: As With Gladness 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, by all adored. 
Heav’n and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name! 
With the heav’nly host we sing highest praises to our King! 

Hail! Hosanna! Endless fame be to him who, in God’s name, 
Now draws nigh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hail! Hosanna! Praises be to our God eternally! 
 
Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer​ Tune: Away in the Manger 
 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone: 

Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
 

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away. 

In times of temptation, to lead us, be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

 

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power, all things you maintain. 

To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever! Amen 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



​ Come to the Table
​ by Daniel Pederson 

 
 



​ The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 

 
 
 
 
 



Post-Communion Blessing 
Good and loving God,  
we rejoice that the Word of life has come to dwell with us in the birth of Jesus. As we go into the world 
you love, help us take the good news to all people in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
Send 

 
Blessing​ Tune: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Now may the good Lord bless and keep, God’s love in you increase; 
Lift up his face with shining grace, And grant eternal peace. 
Creator, Savior, and Spirit, Eternal One-in-Three,  
Be thanks and praise through all our days and to eternity! 
 

 
Carol​ Go Tell It on the Mountain - 290  

 
Refrain 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
  
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Refrain 
  
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
  
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude​ Noël VI  
​ Louis-Claude Daquin 
 


