
Highlights from Church Council Sept. 9 meeting 
 
BUDGET: While we expect giving to be lower during the summer months, 
congregational giving through the end of August this year was 32% below what was 
budgeted. You can help fill the gap with a make-up contribution, and help stabilize future 
budget fluctuations by signing up for Simply Giving (automated giving): 
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSMN/home 
 
That said, your generosity and support for special fundraising made it possible for more 
than 60 young people and adults to attend youth and family camps this summer. Thank 
you! 
. 
CONNECT TEAM: Council continues to revisit our strategic plan priorities, including 
‘Develop meaningful relationships.’ The newly formed Connect Team has coordinated 
the current small group initiative to lean into that priority, build connections and build 
community – as part of this fall’s worship series “I’ve been meaning to ask…”  
 
Small groups have begun meeting, but it’s not too late to plug in. Check the group 
sign-ups in The Commons or contact Pastor Sara, Steve Schou, or Dawn Strom,  
 
SAFETY PLAN: Council began a discussion about safety for our congregation and New 
Branches.  
●​ Are you interested in working on a plan?  
●​ What safety concerns do you have?  
●​ What should the plan address?  
If interested, talk with a Council member. 
 
Church Council members include Jason Buck – President, Colin Scott – Vice President, 
Kat Vann – Secretary, Tom Dowzak, Rachel Klenke, Martha Klovstad, Steve Schou, 
Dawn Strom, Jerry Winzig, and Pastor Sara Spohr. Eric Grube serves the congregation 
as Treasurer. 
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